
Was Jesus a socialist? 

1. economic and political system based on public or collective ownership of 
the means of production, rather than private ownership 

2. belief that government not the individual, can best decide for a fair 
system of community, through wealth redistribution, worker control, and, 
often, state regulation 

3. Ownership: Production, land, and capital are owned by the state, 
cooperatives, or the community as a whole. 

4. Goal: To achieve greater equality in society by reducing the divide 
between the rich and poor. 

Jesus taught us to give to the poor, and a greedy rich person would not enter 
heaven, therefore, He must have opposed capitalism or personal property 
ownership.  

Luke 3:11 – If you have 2 shirts, give one to the poor. If you have food, share it 
with the hungry. 

Matt 19:21 – if you want to be perfect, go and sell your possessions and give 
the money to the poor. Vs 23 – it is very hard for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Other verses… NOT so much… 

John 12: Then Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, an expensive 
perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet. Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray 
him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year’s wages.[b]” 6 He did not say this because he cared 
about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he 
used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus 
replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my 
burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you,[c] but you will not always 
have me.” 

 



Matt 25:14 - “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of 
gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according to his 
ability. Then he went on his journey….vs 23 -  “His master replied, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things… vs 28 - “‘So take the bag of gold from 
him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given 
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what 
they have will be taken from them 

 

Matt 20 – workers in the vineyard – all paid by the discretion of the 
owner.(the owner decided, not the collective) 

“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t 
you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the 
one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do 
what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 

Capitalism –  

1. a person who invests in trade and industry for profit 
2. private individuals own and control property and businesses. 
3. Success and failure is determined by the wisdom, management and 

shrewdness of the individual.  

Biblical ideas about stewardship –  

1. Work hard and there will be reward 
2. Take healthy risks (buy a field, sell all you have, etc) not reckless 

indiscretions. 
3. Do NOT be unethical or greedy 
4. The reason to acquire wealth is to be benevolent and generous.  





 


