
The Corinthian church faced major issues like deep divisions (personality cults 
around leaders), sexual immorality (including incest), abuses during 
communal meals/Communion, lawsuits among members, misuse of spiritual 
gifts (especially tongues), and confusion over core doctrines like the 
resurrection, all stemming from an immersion in Corinth's worldly, status-
conscious culture, which Paul addressed by emphasizing love, Christ's 
wisdom, and unity.   

Key Problems in Corinth 

 Divisions & Factionalism:  

Members aligned themselves with leaders (Paul, Apollos, Cephas) rather than 
Christ, creating cliques and boasting.  

 Sexual Immorality:  

Tolerating incest and prostitution, with some wrongly believing grace excused 
it, while others struggled with sexual ethics.  

 Dishonoring the Lord's Supper:  

The communal meal became a drunken feast, with the rich feasting while the 
poor went hungry.  

 Lawsuits:  

Christians were suing each other in pagan courts instead of resolving disputes 
internally.  

 Misuse of Spiritual Gifts:  

Gifts like tongues were used disorderly and for self-promotion, not for building 
up the church.  

 Doctrinal Confusion:  

Doubts about the resurrection of believers, and confusion about eating food 
sacrificed to idols, causing division.  

 Pride & Worldly Values:  



A self-important attitude, valuing worldly wisdom and status over humility and 
the "foolishness" of the cross.  

Root Causes & Context 

 Corinth's Culture:  

A wealthy, cosmopolitan port city known for its moral laxity, status-seeking, 
and philosophical diversity, which influenced the church.  

 Immaturity:  

The church was full of new converts struggling to shed their old pagan lifestyles 
and adopt Christian ethics, leading to spiritual immaturity.  

Paul's Solution 

 Love:  

The guiding principle (1 Corinthians 13) was the ultimate answer, fostering 
unity and proper conduct.  

 Focus on Christ:  

Emphasizing Christ crucified as God's power and wisdom, not human leaders 
or worldly status.  

 Unity in the Body:  

Reminding them they are one body in Christ, needing compassion and mutual 
care.  

 Ethical Standards:  

Demanding higher moral conduct, forgiveness, and honoring God's name.  

 


